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I am particuiariy plenscd to be here today,
1 n part of the stato where I have alwnys
cch made to feel moast welcome and speak-
g to n group of which I am both a member
nd an admirer. And, I might add, that my

dmlration for this group reached its peak:

, that time when we were all embnrked
1 an all-out efort to retain the Nne Veter-
1! facllity here In Grand Junction. Your
ntribution to that effort was, in no emall.
casurc, dircctly responsible for the ultimnte
vocntion of the order to close the hospital
re and that faclitty now stnnds, operntes,’
d grows as n memorial to the dedicntion of
1 and nll the other Veterans organtzations
‘¢ in this great state. X know how much
it help meant because I was right in the
ck of that fight mysclf, and I salute and

nk you for all the asslstance you gave me, -

‘he word “credible,” ls defined, by Webster,
‘'worthy of bellef . . , rellable.” Now let
ask you n queation. How much infor-
fon are you, as citlzcns, getting out of
hington today . ., on Viet Nam or any
r critical issue . . . thnt ls crecdibie, or
‘thy of bellef.,” Or, worse yet, how can
teil . . . in light of recent statcmients of

-ranking officials . . . just what you
ld belleve, or shouid not beliove? ,
L me give you an lilustration ., , there:

arcd on the front page of the Wnll Strect»!
1al. on April 15, 1066 the following: “A .
ury (Department) memo to Rep. PAT-:
(D-Texas) Inndvertently carried an In- B
1 note that confessed 'you'il note we .
purposely not answercd the question ex-
nn very lndirect way," "
tie not of great slgniNcance in ttself, the !
1wl note which wns most certninly not
ded for Congressman PAaTMAN's eyes 18
comatic of what ks coming to be called
redibility gap.” Some, llke Congress-
GerALD Forp (R-Michigan), have said
‘he appeliation “credibility canyon” Is
e accurate description of the burcau-
approach to the dissemination of in-..
tlon.
distinguished newscaster, Walter Cron-
mabaging editor of "“CBS Evening
was even more explicit when he told
and Dally Press Association on Febru- !
1066: *'. . . the polltical lie has be-
way of bureaucratlc iife. It bas been |
by the more genteel name of 'news
'ment." I say here now, let's call it
is—lying.”
Mr. Cronkite said is not really new,
practice of lylng to the American
was publicly announced . ., . and de-
.. and in words that anyone can
and ... nt a press conference In July,
a bhigh-ranking spokesman for an
lous bureaucracy . . . Mr. Arthur 8yl- -
Assistant Secrctary of Defense for
[fairs. Mr. Sylvester sald: “Look, If .
\k any Americnn oficinl i3 going to
the truth, then you're stupld. Did -
that?—Stupld.” .
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;‘ amples of the manipulation of newsworthy :

! fact. SBome aro rclatively minor, but they are
infractions just the snmo against the pecople’s
right to honesty from thelr government of-
clals.

Whien the Washington Post reported that -

there would be an exclse tax cut of #4 biillon,
the word was fmmedintely spread that this

was fnlse, Grorge Recdy, then Press Secre--

tary to the President sald "that figure bears
no relationship to any decislon that has been
A few months iater, Mr. Johnson
%sked Congress to cut exclse taxes by $3.064°
Hion. -

" When the Washington Star reported that
the Presldent would recommend a three per-
cent average pay Increase for fod-ral workers,
it was claimed this was erroneous. Yet, &
short ttme iater, the Fresitlent proposed a
three-percent average pay Increase for federal.
workers.

Labor Becretary W, Willard Wirtz announced
that unemployment had reached n three-
year low during October and that the num-

ber of unemployed had doclined by two.

milllon since January of 1981, Then, after
the election, Wirtz admitted that his state
ment had contalned invalld statistical com-

parisons beenitse the fijjures were not season- -

ally adjusted.  }Mare pooplo are always em-
ployed in Octobrr than in January and,
according to scasonally adjusted statistics,

Six days before the November 1064 election, ” "I

stnllations. Our government denled that’
such flights had been made. Later, oon-
fronted with evidence, it was forckd to re-
tract tho denial and apologize to QGeneral
DeGaulle's government.

of Singapore, Loe K ew, charged that
some years earller A _CIA ‘\agent had offered
HIm & $3:3 tHIdn br

to Malaysia,”James D. Bell, followed within

«hours by an officihl denial from-Btats Da==
. partment spokesman, Robert J, McCloskey, !
who sald: “First, we nre surprised at these,
statements attributed to Prime Minister Lee.=
. Wi.h respect to the allegations of CIA\in- -
2 Yolvements, we -deny that™allegatiom:
Almost immediately, Prime Minister Lee
produced a letter of apology from Secretary ’
Rusk . . . dated April 15,--1961 _(lour-and"

e=all years earller) which sald, in part:

taln officlals of the United States govern-
ment have been found by your Government
to have bcen engaged In improper actlvities '
In  Singapore. I want you to know how.
much I regret that thls unfortunate in-
cldent occurred to mar friendly relatlons
between our two governments.”

What kind of impression would you sup-
pose this.incldent left in the other capitols
of the world:-—Certainly .not-one-of-trust._in

7 ang e, T

~OUF capaclty for truth.—*

the actual deccrense in unemployment was _.—But,"thils Y& not all by any means.

not 2,000,000 but 748.000.

Most signiiicantly, no corrections were
made until aiter elections and this is then
distortlon ns {5 worst bocause of the difR-
culty & reperter .. . or the publis, .,
would have In attempting to learn the correct
figures and jut any achievements in thelr:
proper perspccilve. )

Another blatant case of withholding In-
formation came to light in 1965 when the
Postmaster Cenernl rcfused to divulge the

names of persone who were hired by the Post .

OfMce Department as summer employees,
Only after repeated and concerted demands

by many of us in the Congress did the Post- .

master General become convinced that the
names of public employecs were Indeed In the
public reaim. .

Even the General Accounting Office has
documented evidence relating to the gov-
ernment Information problem. In testimony
before a Congressional Committee In 1084,
the Comptroller General stated that the GAO
had found that reports on the Accelerated
Public Works program had “significantly.
over-stated” the number of jobs estimated
to be created by tho projects under that-
program. In this case, I think the use of the
word “significant” was a little weak, for the
+Comptrolicr Genernl later stated that the
estimates were overstated by 128%.

As 8- sidelight, and whether coincidental
;or dollberate after such a statement from
the Comptroller General, I don't know, but’
there i3 now o strong llkelthood that the
teeth” will soon be taken out of the GAO.
After 45 years ns the "watchdog” of the U.S.

it here that such an attitude on the | Troasury, and after countless exposures of

Jokesmen in high places in this gov-
la causing a “credibllity gap” that lg
unde-mining any efforts we might
peac~ in Viet Nam, And 1t under-
y cfforts we might make to give re-
to those nntions of the world
tho dangerously infintionary trends:

s in our domestic economy,
Jeforag Beerctnry McNamara has
knowledged cxistenco of tho probe
‘eported by the Chicago Bun-Times
ber 6, 1066, the Secretary admitted,
*xample of candor, that tho renson
d Btates Jo having such dimcuity
rionds for this Natlion's Victnamess
wt "our crodiblilty was destroyed.”
st every dopariment and bureau of
1 government there are myriad exe

- emienaos e el L eI :

i

'.extravagance, Incfliclency and occasionally

. fraud tn the spending of public funds, i% '

‘has now been suggested that the GAO reduce
both the number and the “harshness” of 1ts
future audits. Justifiably, diszents have been
¢ filed by Republicans and Democrats alltke to
. the Housc Government Opcrntions Commit-
tee report which hna recommended this
, action, Tor, such a subversion of the estab-
lished function of the GAO could easily
destroy ono of tho few avonues the taxpaye
crs has to find out the undiluted facts abous
tho operation of his government. .
Now, lot's examine some of the interna-
+ tlonal. incidents which have led to serious
challenges abroad to the verscity of our
. governmont , . . .
5, In July of 1965, o U.5. Bpy plane was de-
N an overflight of French atomic ine

S -
< el ednteat. o0 Bamas w o

battalions of Marines had been gent to Da-
Nang and Secretarles Rusk and McNamara
sald they would be used only for “local close-
in security” and, in McNamara's words,
would “not tangle with the Viet Cong.'
Yet, only two months Iater, a U.8. Milltery -
spokesman In Salgon sald these troops would
“render combat support, which Includes, If .
necessary, fighting.” ;

Rusk and McNamara were simply left out
on the end of thse llmd to find thelr"
wny back as best they could. And, I might
add, I don't think McNamara, particularly, .
has found his way back yet.

8till another example of the kind of mis-
information which is so deteriorating our |
forelgn relations was reported in Look Maga- ,
zine in November 1985, Eric Sevareld, re-.
lating information given him by the Iate
Adlal Stevenson shortly before his death,

‘sald Stevenson had told him that during

the Presidentinl campalgn of 1964 U.N.
Secretary-General U Thant had privately ob-
tatned agreement from North Viet Nam that
they would send an emissary to talk with
an American emissary In Rangoon, Burma.
However, the Iate Ambassador to the UN. "
reportedly told Mr. Sevareld, somcone in
Washington had inststed that this attempt
at negotiation be postponed until after the
Presidential eclectlons, and Mr, U Thant re-
portedly agreed, Then, when the election
was over, Thant again pursued the matter
.because Hanoi was still willing to send its
man. But, this time, Defenso Secretary Mc-
Namara . . . according to Mr, Stevenson
« + . flatly opposed the attempt. s
The State Departmerit at Arst denied the
Bovareld charge, then ngaln in an about-
face, ndmitted 1ts truthfulness. Remember,
all of this took place during a time when the
American people were repeatedly beling told
that this nation had explored every possi-

“bllity for negotiations without any indica-

tion of interest from Hanoi.

During the third week In May of 1066, the
U.8. Govornment belatedly ncknowledged, 1f
only implicitiy, two serlous incldonts involv-
ing communist countrics which the United
Btates public regrettably learned of fAirst from .

communist sources. "
‘The first wns the shooting of a Cuban in- !

Ailtrator by a U.8. guard at Ounntnnnmo:
naval base, initlally reported by Cuban au-
thoritios and immediately denied by the |
Poentagon. Latei in the weok, however, the -
Pontagon changed Its mind and came fore |

S Kb atiwasses. camm b s . A
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In late summer of 1965, the Prime Mlnlstcrl

s hs-brought &n
Immediate tental from- the U.S."Ambassador

am deeply dlstressed to learn that cer-'’




